This book sets out with the laudable aim of presenting 'the essential features of both the basic science and clinical aspects of marrow and blood stem cell transplantation'. Emanating as it does from a single centre, it also offers the enticing prospect of an insight into the clinical practice and decision making processes of an internationally renowned transplant unit. The breadth of the book's remit is reflected in its division into sections dealing with the basic science of transplantation, disease-based outcome after transplantation, an exhaustive pharmacopoeia and a summary of transplant-related complications.
In certain respects this booked is a considerable success. The BMT pharmacopoeia is an outstanding resource and contains excellent, and rarely found, information concerning the specific transplant-related indications or precautions for use of a wide range of drugs. This, I am sure would be the sort of chapter which would prove invaluable when prescribing in emergencies or out of hours. Similarly, a section dealing with the diagnosis and management of posttransplant complications is thoughtfully arranged and studded with useful advice. Unfortunately the rest of this book is handled with a less sure touch. Admirable as the aim of summarising the scientific principles underlying stem cell transplantation might be, the series of poorly reproduced diagrams and the exhaustive tables of lymphocyte surface markers fail to achieve this purpose. In addition, the chapters on decision making in tranpslantation fail to convey the complexities of many of the issues involved. Thus, while this book represents a brave and imaginative contribution to the field of clinical transplantation, it cannot be wholeheartedly recommended in its present form. The next edition could be a great improvement.
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